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Our vision at Blundeston is to provide "A Place to Flourish". This is based on the bible passage John 10:10 when Jesus said “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full”. This is what we want for everyone in our school community: to reach their potential, as God intended. 
As part of our role as a church school, we believe that the children’s journeys through our RE curriculum 
will give them a deep knowledge and understanding of their own beliefs and an appreciation 
and tolerance for the beliefs of all the people in the world around them.

	RE at Blundeston
The Emmanuel Project offers ‘a consistent whole-school approach to RE, due to its carefully selected content’ (Emmanuel Project Teacher Handbook 2020).  
Each year group explores 6 units across the year, with each unit centred around a key question.  These key questions are then explored in depth throughout the unit.  Units are linked by overarching ‘Big Questions’ to enable the children to compare the same theme in different religions and world views. 
Children are encouraged to ask questions throughout each unit to explore their own beliefs and understanding and gain a greater understanding of the beliefs of others. Each unit is organised by using five E’s’; Engage, Enquire, Explore, Evaluate and Express.  There are three ‘Explore’ sessions, allowing the children to explore a religious key concept though Text/Narrative, Community Practice and Living.
This teaching and learning approach enables learners to look first at a religious text, often by exploring a concept through an important story, before moving on to look at the influence of this concept in the religious community and then on the life of an individual.  This reflects the SIAMS requirement for a religious curriculum which has a good balance of theology, philosophy and human sciences. 
All the unit’s work is recorded in a class scrapbook, with children completing tasks individually, in pairs or small groups, or as a whole class.  We have found that this approach allows all children to contribute their thoughts and ideas, regardless of their literacy ability. The process of working in small groups also offer a safe setting for reluctant speakers to offer their ideas and opinions and have their thoughts recorded in the scrapbook.    
At the start of each lesson, teachers are encouraged to share the current unit scrapbook with their class, to remind the children what learning has taken place in the unit so far, and how each task relates back to the Key Question.  In this way, the children can see how different children in their class have responded to the same question and reinforces to them that all their answers are valued and seen as neither right nor wrong. 
	Christian values

	
	Family
	Compassion
	We see the world as one place, with many people holding many different beliefs.  We celebrate this richness with compassion and kindness to everyone we meet.

	
	
	Responsibility
	We take responsibility for our learning, challenging ourselves to sensitively ask questions about our own beliefs and the beliefs of others.    

	
	
	Collaboration
	We work together to find the answer to the key question in each unit.  

	
	Flourish
	Wisdom
	We use prior learning and our knowledge of the world around us to build our understanding of RE.  We make links with previous learning. 

	
	
	Courage
	We have the confidence to ask why people believe as they do and the courage to question our own beliefs and opinions.  

	
	
	Hope
	We hope our learning in RE will make us tolerant adults who embrace everyone we meet, regardless of differences in beliefs.  

	
	Respect
	Honesty
	We understand that sometimes we know what we think or believe, but that sometimes it is okay to say we don’t know, or admit when we’ve changed our minds.  

	
	
	Forgiveness
	We learn that people of all faiths and world views value forgiveness and we try to make room for forgiveness in our own lives.  

	
	
	Thoughtfulness
	We know people may have differing beliefs and opinions, but that does not mean one person is right and one is wrong.  We understand that even if people don’t think the same thing, there is room in the world for both of them to be right.



	Implementation 

	Engage
	Enquire
	Explore
	Evaluate
	Express

	Each unit begins with tasks to engage the children with the unit’s key question, creating links with familiar themes in the children’s own lives.  
	The children are encouraged to ask and find answers to their own questions about the unit of work.
	The children explore in more detail the ways the key question of the unit is embedded in: 
i)  scriptural text or narrative
ii)  community practice
iii)  daily living

	Teachers use the evaluate part of the unit to help them assess the children’s interpretation and understanding of the unit’s key question.  Activities may be written, drawn or spoken, allowing all the children to succeed.
	Each term, one class presents their learning to their parents and to the rest of the school.  This give them the opportunity to verbalise and share their learning and understanding of the unit.  

	Themes
	Vocabulary
	Enrichment
	Accessibility
	Speaking & Listening

	The themes and stories used in each unit are listed in the teachers’ folder.  It shows when in the curriculum the children have learned about key religious figures and stories.  Teachers can then decide to use a familiar figure or theme to explain a new concept, or introduce the children to something new to help them make links in their learning.  
	A list of the vocabulary the children learn from EYFS to Year 6 can be found in the teacher’s folder.  It shows the progression and augmentation of the subject-specific vocabulary expected in each year group.
	The children regularly visit the local church, St Mary the Virgin in Blundeston.  We also go to Norwich Cathedral to participate in a range of activities.  Key Stage 1 visit a Synagogue, Lower Key Stage 2 visit a Mosque and Upper Key Stage 2 visit a Mandir.  
	We encourage all our learners to engage in the activities in each unit.  Teachers provide a range of tasks that appeal to all learning styles, so all children can communicate their learning.  
These include:
*  drawing
*  limited written tasks
*  drama activities
*  model making
*  playdough
*  videos
*  games
A set of symbols is used in Key Stage 2 to represent the key beliefs and act as a practical learning aid.
	RE offers a unique opportunity for the children to regularly express their own views.  We want them to be able to do this effectively.  Much of the assessment in RE is gathered from the children’s verbal responses in class.  They are also encouraged to express themselves in drama activities and given the opportunity to present their learning to an audience.  
Speaking & Listening Objectives:
* To listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers
* To ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
* To articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
* To use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas
* To speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English
* To participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play/improvisations and debates
* To consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others



	Impact

	Assessment
Teachers assess the children throughout each unit.  This is done in a variety of ways.  It could be by:
· Listening to the children’s’ responses during class discussions
· Listening in on pair / small group discussions
· Reading written tasks
· Asking the child to explain their drawings / models
A final summative assessment is recorded by the teacher for each child’s learning in each unit.  These assessments are added to SONAR termly.  
	Monitoring
· Subject coordinator time 
· Scrapbook looks
· Pupil voice
· Sonar results
· Observations & drop ins
· Professional discussions
· Learning walks
· Governor monitoring 

	Outcomes for pupils
We want our children to use what they learn in RE to help them make sense of the world, to develop and reflect upon their own beliefs, morals and values, allowing them to find their place in the world and flourish.  We want them to have the skills to become tolerant, thoughtful and respectful members of society.
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