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	Vision 
"A Place to Flourish"

We want our children to love reading and feel the enjoyment of a good book which you can’t put down. We want them to see the benefit of reading for information to fuel their curious minds. 

At Blundeston, we know that reading feeds the imagination and ‘opens up a treasure house of wonder and joy’. Through reading, children can be transported into another world and another life, meaning we promote appreciation and empathy of diverse people, cultures and interests. 

We want all of our children to leave Blundeston as enthusiastic, confident and independent readers and communicators, both at school and at home. They will read easily and fluently with good understanding, and acquire a wide vocabulary to support their learning across the curriculum and beyond primary school. 

	Reading Aims

Reading is at the heart of the curriculum and is placed of high importance by all teachers.
We see reading in 2 ways: learning to read but also reading to learn. 

We know reading: 
· Is fundamental to achieve highly in school and in their future careers 
· Supports their speaking and listening skills
· Models writing genres, styles and techniques
· Helps children reach their potential across the curriculum
· Develops and extends vocabulary
· Helps children to reflect on their own and others’ experiences

By the end of their time at primary school, our children will: 
· Enjoy reading! 
· Read accurately and fluently
· Discuss texts and offer opinions demonstrating comprehension of a text
· Gain knowledge of the world through their reading
· Understand the importance of reading for their future success

	School Christian values

	
	
	Family
	Compassion
	We put ourselves in the shoes of others when reading. We learn to understand the lives of others. Our eyes are opened to diversity, inclusion and equality through our reading.  

	
	
	
	Responsibility
	We know we must practise our skills of phonics and reading at home, as this will help our learning across the curriculum.   

	
	
	
	Collaboration
	We learn from others in reading sessions. We listen to others and share our opinions and ideas on the text. 

	
	
	Flourish
	Wisdom
	We read to find knowledge. We are curious to find answers from our reading. 

	
	
	
	Courage
	We are brave to ask questions and find the answers.
We are determined to succeed, even when this is tricky.

	
	
	
	Hope
	We are all exposed to the high-quality texts. We are all given the same opportunity to achieve highly. 

	
	
	Respect
	Honesty
	We know reading can be hard. We must ask for help when were finding texts or words tricky. We challenge ourselves with our reading. 

	
	
	
	Forgiveness
	We all make mistakes but we learn from these and start afresh. We can see how characters may need forgiveness too. 

	
	
	
	Thoughtfulness
	We think before we answer. We use our previous knowledge of texts to make links to our new learning. We challenge ideas in a respectful way.  



	Reading Implementation

	Phonics 
At Blundeston, we begin the reading journey using Little Wandle Letters and Sounds which is a systematic phonics programme. It is an inclusive program which aims to promote confident readers who enjoy reading for pleasure. 
Lessons are planned to ensure effective and consistent teaching. 
Our phonics lessons may include:
· Common exception words – read and spell
· Letter formation 
· Saying out loud sounds
· Learning rhymes for sounds
· Writing on whiteboards
· Reading sounds in words
· Reading books using our learnt sounds
	Fluency
Children are taught fluency in phonics sessions in KS1, and then during whole class reading sessions from Y2. 
Fluency is modelled by the teacher using pace, pitch, pause, punctuation,
personality and power.
Other methods used to improve fluency:
· Decoding strategies are explicitly taught
· Echo reading of children after the teacher
· Shared reading with partner
· Feedback given by teacher and peers
· Reflection of own ‘performance’

	Vocabulary
Tier 2 vocabulary is explicitly taught and used in reading sessions. 
Examples of this include:

· Read and define new words
· Focus on morphology and etymology
· Synonyms and antonyms: how do these impact or change the meaning?
· Links made between words
· How can we use these words in our everyday language or writing? 
	Exposure
We use high quality reading texts effectively and ensure that all children are able to hear these read aloud. We ensure that we use a range of protagonists and authors to model our diverse world. 
Our range includes: 
· Fiction
· Non-fiction
· Poetry
· Picture books
· Subject links
· Classics
· Film
· Songs, rhymes and poems 

	Reading for Pleasure
We use enrichment to fuel the love of reading. Activities include: 
· Library visits
· World book day
· Author visits
· Travelling productions/performances
· Book sales and swaps
· Reading cafes with parents
· Reading newsletters
· Reading flourishers assembly
	Comprehension 
This is the interpretation, inference, prediction, explanation, retrieval, summarising and sequencing – all the skills that children need to do in order to explore and understand a text.

These are taught in English lessons and during whole class reading sessions (Y2 – Y6) and through Drawing Club and Curious Quests (EYFS & Y1). 
	Support for All
We use Star reader to assess the children’s reading level. They are given a ZPD number which they can use to access books at the appropriate challenge.

All children are given access to high quality texts. We understand spoken language is a key component to succeed, and so all children give their opinions, and use the text to justify their answers in order to demonstrate their comprehension.  

Interventions include: 
Little Wandle Phonics: Catch up & Keep up 
Daily/regular reading with an adult 1:1 
	Talk for Reading
Discussion based on: 
· Likes and dislikes
· Comparison to other books or authors
· Linked to own experiences
· What would you have done differently? What if…?





	Impact

	Formative assessment
throughout phonics, whole class reading and 1:1 reading
Low stakes questioning
Show me boards, cold calling & talk partners
Written answers to comprehension questions
Looking at writing to see the understanding of a text or a character
Address these quickly to ensure no child falls behind

Summative assessments 
end of unit & terms
Little Wandle phonics assessments (EYFS & Y1)
NFER Reading (Y2 – Y6) 
STAR reader to generate a ZPD
	Monitoring

· Subject coordinator time
· Pupil voice
· Sonar results
· Observations & drop ins
· Professional discussions
· Learning walks
· Governor monitoring
	Outcomes for pupils

Family – our children are empathetic readers who see how actions impact others. They can relate stories and characters to their own lives and see how they need to be responsible citizens. 

Flourish – our children excel at reading. They are confident and fluent readers who know reading will help them flourish in their future. They enjoy reading for pleasure and to find answers. Reading helps our children make sense of the world. 

Respect – through reading, children learn how to be respectful to other people. Our children learn to value diversity and promote inclusion and equality. 



